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Who will help? 

 

The decisions that are soon to be taken are very important, and should only be made after serious 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ Evening on Tuesday 26th January is an ideal time for 

students, parents and subject teachers to engage in discussions about potential suitability to 

courses. 

Core Subjects plus relevant options 

Subject Leader of Learning Course Tutor Page Number 

Art    

Fine Art Ms C Pauls Ms C Pauls 8 

Performing Art 

(Combining Drama, 

Dance and Music) 

Ms C Pauls Mr G Finlay-Martin 10 

Photography Ms C Pauls Ms B Anderson 11 

Child Development Ms A Lunness Ms M Fleetwood 13 

Design and Technology    

Food Technology Ms D Barker Ms C Morton 14 

Graphic Products Ms D Barker Ms D Barker 15 

Resistant Materials Ms D Barker Mr C Rudd 16 

Textiles Ms D Barker  17 

English Mr J Ashmore  19 

Media Mr J Ashmore  21 

Film Studies Mr J Ashmore  22 

Psychology Mr J Ashmore Mr D Rees  24 

Geography / History    

Geography Ms E Canetti Ms E Haigh 26 

Geology Ms E Canetti Ms E Haigh 27 
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Subject Leader of Learning Course Tutor Page Number 

History Through Time Ms E Canetti Mr R Woffenden 29 

Sociology Ms E Canetti Ms E Canetti 31 

Travel and Tourism Ms E Canetti Ms S Thanner 32 

RE Mr R Woffenden  33 

Citizenship Mr R Woffenden  35 

ICT Ms L Cull Mr J Greenwood 37 

Business Ms A Lunness Mrs A Lunness 38 

Maths Ms L Cull  40 

Modern Languages    

French Mrs B Taylor  42 

German Mrs B Taylor Ms B Taylor 42 

Spanish Mrs B Taylor Mr L Whitham 42 

Urdu Mrs B Taylor Dr Iqbal 42 

PE Mr J Schofield  44 

PSHE Ms R Cruise  46 

Science Ms K Hesford  47 

Astronomy Ms K Hesford Mr P Dunn 49 

Horticulture  Mr A Mullany 50 

 

Headteacher       Ms M Williams 
Deputy Headteacher      Mr J Haigh 
Assistant Headteacher, Leader of Personalised Learning  Mrs S Renshaw 
Assistant Headteacher, Leader of Learning   Mr W Barrett 
Assistant Headteacher, Leader of Teaching   Mrs A Lunness 
Head of Community 1      Mrs L Wilson 
Head of Community 2      Mr G McAllister 
Head of Community 3      Ms B Fox 
Head of Community 4      Ms D Pochin 
Head of Community 5      Ms J Vaughan 
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What do I do? 

Dates and Deadlines 

 

V Read this booklet carefully 

V Discuss your ideas at home and with your tutors and subject teachers 

V Attend the guidance interview with Senior Leadership Team/Head of Community 

V Come with your parents/carers to the Options Evening on Tuesday 26th January 2010 

V Complete the option form when you have made your choices. 

V Deliver your Options Choices Form to the School by the date given for your year group 
 

You will be informed about your options choice during the Summer Term. 
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Planning Your Phase 2 Curriculum 

Personalised Learning Strand  -   Red 
 

Students will follow a common core curriculum (i.e. they will study all of the subjects in this box): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the Core Curriculum students should choose one subject and two reserve subjects 

from the range of options below.  This choice should reflect a blend of interest, aptitude, experience, 

enjoyment and possible future career interest. This GCSE will be completed in one year and students 

will choose another course in each of the following years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personalised Learning Pathway Blue 
 

Core Courses 

 

English (plus one other English qualification) 

Mathematics and Statistics 

Separate Sciences 

PSHE/Citizenship 

Physical Education qualification 

Religious Education qualification 

OCR National ICT 

Options 

Fine Art       History Through Time  

Performing Art      Sociology 

Photography      Travel and Tourism 

Child Development     Business 

Food Technology     French      

Graphics      German      

Resistant Materials     Spanish    

Textiles            Urdu  

Psychology      Astronomy      

Geography      Horticulture      

Geology 

Young Apprenticeships (Y10 only)         
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Students will follow a common core curriculum (i.e. they will study all of the subjects in this box): 

 

Personalised Learning Strand  -   Blue 

 
Students will follow a common core curriculum (i.e. they will study all of the subjects in this box): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the Core Curriculum students should choose one subject and two reserve subjects 

from the range of options below.  This choice should reflect a blend of interest, aptitude, experience, 

enjoyment and possible future career interest. This GCSE will be completed in one year and students 

will choose another course in each of the following years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Courses 

 

English (plus one other English qualification) 
Mathematics and Statistics 

Science qualification 
PSHE/Citizenship 

Physical Education qualification 
Religious Education qualification 

OCR National ICT 

 

Options 

                                

Fine Art       History Through Time  

Performing Art      Sociology 

Photography      Travel and Tourism 

Child Development     Business 

Food Technology     French      

Graphics      German      

Resistant Materials     Spanish    

Textiles            Urdu  

Psychology      Astronomy      

Geography      Horticulture      

Geology 

Young Apprenticeships (Y10 only)         
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Personalised Learning Strand - Yellow 

 
 

Students will follow a common core curriculum (i.e. they will study all of the subjects in this box): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the Core Curriculum students should choose one subject and two reserve subjects 

from the range of options below.  This choice should reflect a blend of interest, aptitude, experience, 

enjoyment and possible future career interest. This GCSE will be completed in one year and students 

will choose another course in each of the following years. 

 

Year 9 students ( September 2010) placed on this strand will follow a personalised curriculum to help 

them prepare to start their GCSE options in Year 10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Courses 

 

English  

Mathematics  

Science  

PSE/Citizenship/ RE 

Physical Education 

 ICT Qualification 

 

 

 

Options   ( Year 10 only) 

Fine Art       History Through Time  

Performing Art      Sociology 

Photography      Travel and Tourism 

Child Development     Business 

Food Technology     French      

Graphics      German      

Resistant Materials     Spanish    

Textiles            Urdu  

Psychology      Astronomy      

Geography      Horticulture      

Geology 

Young Apprenticeships (Y10 only)         
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GCSE Art and Design - Fine Art  

WHAT IS GCSE ART ALL ABOUT? 
If you want to expand your creativity and use your imagination to express yourself in a visual way 

then you will enjoy GCSE Art.  During the course you will create your own artwork using a wide range 

of media and techniques such as drawing, painting, sculpture, installation, printmaking and mixed 

media.  You will also have the opportunity to look at the work of other artists through gallery visits, 

workshops and/or work with visiting artists. 

 

WHY STUDY ART AT GCSE? 
The GCSE Art course is designed to find out what you can do, not what you cannot.  Remember there 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ ƻǊ ΨǿǊƻƴƎΩ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ 

prepared to work hard outside lesson time.  You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject 

that is both practical and creative.  You will develop your skills in many of the practical areas of fine 

art.  You will also acquire skills in investigating, researching, working independently and evaluating 

your own progress.  The GCSE art course aims to prepare you for employment, further education, 

and training. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
The course is in two parts: 

CourseworkτThe 60% coursework part of the GCSE Art course consists of 2-3 units of work 

completed over the course.  These are based on a wide range of themes such as different cultures 

and natural forms.  During this time homework is an essential and integral part of the course.  You 

are required to keep sketchbooks and personal diaries for each unit in order to record your ideas.  

There is also an element called critical and contextual studies, which involves writing about other 

artists and evaluating your own work. 

 

Exam or controlled testτThe controlled test makes up the final 40% of the GCSE grade.  The 

practical test is completed over 10 hours and you have several weeks to prepare.  During this time 

you investigate, research, and record all your ideas in response to the exam question.  You then use 

your investigations to produce a final piece of artwork.  The work is marked in school and then 

scrutinised by an external moderator from the exam board. 

 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
You should consider studying art further if: 

 You have enjoyed Art at Key Stage 3; 

 You want to create drawings , paintings and sculptures on a larger scale and with more of 
your own ideas and creativity; 

 You are keen to work on your drawing and researching outside lesson. 
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FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
GCSE Fine Art can help you progress to study other qualifications in school or college at a higher 

level, such as AS or A levels, including vocational A levels.   You may go on to take another vocational 

qualification at the same or a higher level, such as a BTEC Diploma, an OCR Level 2 National 

Certificate, or an NVQ in an arts-related or different area.  From there, it is possible to go on to 

university or other institutions of higher education, including specialist arts courses. 

Careers: 

A GCSE qualification in Art can lead to AS/A Level or GNVQ, which in turn can lead to a university 

degree.  An art education is important for the following careers: 

 
Fashion Designer             Artist                                Urban Planner 
Graphic Designer            Illustrator                         Museum/Gallery Curator 
Advertising                      Product Designer            Teacher 
Model Maker                  Architect                           Theatre/Media 
 
 An art qualification is also useful for: 
Hairdressing                     Beauty Therapy                 Nursery/Playgroup 
Joinery                              Landscape Gardening       Painting and Decorating 
Computer Industry 
 

Mrs C Pauls ς Leader of Learning in Arts. 
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Performing Arts BTEC 

 

 

WHAT IS BTEC PERFORMING ARTS ALL ABOUT? 
Btec Performing Arts is a course designed to develop the performer in you 

through music, drama and dance.  It will give you a broad foundation to the world of performance 

both on and off the stage.  

 

WHY STUDY PERFORMING ARTS? 
Btec Performing Arts is for the student who wants to develop as a stage performer (in music, drama 

and dance) and gain experience in the technical side of a performance (lighting, sound, set design 

costume etc.)  It will allow you to develop previous skills while learning new ones, all relating to the 

Performing Arts business. This is a highly practical subject that will develop confidence, teamwork, 

creativity and possibly a star of tomorrow! 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
The course will be divided into different units, each with a different set of marking criteria relating to 

evidence gathered.  For each unit there are three levels of achievement: Pass, Merit and Distinction. 

The overall grade is calculated by adding up the numbers of Passes, Merits and Distinction grades 

from each unit. 

Each unit will probably be completed within a half term so you can gauge your achievement as the 

year progresses.   

 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
 You will develop many new skills and be prepared for all kinds of performances. 

 This course can potentially overlap into the extra-curricular as you prepare for shows, final 
performance, technical set up or related trips. 

 You will be expected to sing, but not on your own. 

 You will be expected to have a Professional Attitude in rehearsals and performances along 
with any visits that we may go on. 

 You will enjoy this course!!!! 
 

Some of the units we may study include: 

 Musical Theatre - this will take the form of a fully staged production of a popular musical. 

 Acting - developing all styles. 

 Performing dance 

 Working as a musical ensemble 

 Performing Arts production process 

 The Performing Arts business 

 Solo Musical Performance 
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FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
This course is designed to fit with further Music, Drama and Dance BTECΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ other 

qualifications. It will give you a broad foundation from which you can go in any direction within 

performing arts.  It will also give you an insight into the business and marketing side of the subject.  

Every unit is designed to develop Key Skills which is useful in any career path. 

 
Mrs C Pauls ς Leader of Learning in Arts. 

 

 

GCSE Art and Design - Photography 

 

WHAT IS GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY ALL ABOUT? 
If you want to expand your creativity and use your imagination to express yourself in a visual way, 

then you will enjoy GCSE photography.  During the course you will create your own photographs 

using a wide range of digital camera techniques in the areas of Still Life, Portraiture and 

Architecture/Landscape. You will also have the opportunity to look at the work of other 

photographers as well as learning basic photography darkroom techniques. 

 

WHY STUDY PHOTOGRAPHY AT GCSE? 
The GCSE photography course is designed to find out what you can do, not what you cannot.  

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ ƻǊ ΨǿǊƻƴƎΩ ŀƴǎǿers in this subject, but you must be very committed 

to photography and be prepared to work hard outside lesson time.  You will enjoy this course if you 

want to study a subject that is both practical and creative.  You will develop your skills in many of the 

practical areas of photography and digital media/manipulation.  You will also acquire skills in 

investigating, researching, working independently and evaluating your own progress.  The GCSE 

photography course aims to prepare you for employment, further education; and training. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
The course is in two parts: 

Coursework - The 60% coursework part of the GCSE photography course contains 3-4 units 

of work completed over the course. These are based on a wide range of themes such as 

different ways to take photographs and ways to manipulate photographs in computer 

programmes. During this time homework is an essential part of the course.  You are required 

to keep sketchbooks and personal diaries for each unit in order to record your ideas.  There 

is also an element of study called critical and contextual studies that involves writing about 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
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Exam or controlled test - The controlled test makes up the final 40% of the GCSE grade.  The 

practical test is completed over 10 hours and you have several weeks to prepare.  During 

this time you investigate, research and record all your ideas in response to the exam 

question.  You then use your investigations to produce a final set of photographs.  The work 

is marked in school and then scrutinised by an external moderator from the exam board. 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
You should consider studying photography further if: 

 You have enjoyed art at key stage 3 

 You are prepared to be self-disciplined and respectful of the efforts of others 

 You are keen to work on your photography  and researching outside lesson time 
 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
Careers:  A GCSE qualification in photography can lead to an AS level, A level or Diploma, which in 

turn can lead to a university degree.  The course is also important as a leisure activity.  Photography 

can be useful in the following careers:  

 

Illustrator    

Advertising    

Computer artist 

Animator    

Fashion Photographer Artist 

Travel photographer              

Newspaper photographer  

Forensics 

Historical recorder   

Portrait photographer            

Wedding photographer 

 
Mrs C Pauls ς Leader of Learning in Arts. 
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Child Development GCSE 

This course focuses on child development from conception to the age of five. Students will develop 

knowledge, understanding and skills in relation to the roles and responsibilities of the family, pre-

conception, conception, pregnancy, birth and post-natal factors, diet and health in relation to young 

babies and children, stages and conditions of development and support available to the child and 

family. 

Students will have the opportunity to experience the Virtual Baby Simulators, an empathy belly, 
valuable knowledge/information from invited visitors together with a short placement in a local 
nursery. 

This course will allow students to progress either directly to employment, or to study for an 
Advanced Level Qualification. 

Students will be assessed through:  

 three short tasks (30% of the total marks); 

 one child study  (30% of the total marks); 

 external examination (40% of the total marks). 

²Ƙŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΧΧ 

άL Ŧ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ 
knowledge and qualification to be able to study for an advanced level qualification at college when 
ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǾŜ wƻȅŘǎ IŀƭƭΦέ όYŜǊŜǎƘŀ /ƻǊƛƻƴύ  

άI loved the Virtual Baby Programme it was like looking after a real baby & it taught me how hard it 
ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŀōȅΦ /ŀƴ L Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΚ έ ό{ƛenna Peel) 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōŀōƛŜǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
their parents to hear real life experiences. This course would be a good choice for anyone who wants 
ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ όYƛrenpreet Kaur.) 
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Design and Technology 

 

Food Technology 
WHAT IS GCSE FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
ALL ABOUT?  
Food Technology is one of four subjects 
included under the Design and Technology 
umbrella.  It builds upon the experiences, skills 
and knowledge all students will have studied and 
learnt in years 7 and 8. 
This is a popular subject to study at GCSE as it is a 
basic necessity of life. The course is very 
practically orientated.  Students will learn the 
fundamentals of cooking, design their own dishes 
as well as undertaking testing and experimental 
work.  The course will explore various food regimes 
and options and explore their nutritional benefits. 
Students will be able to keep up-to-date with eating 
trends and government health initiatives.  
Periodically speakers are invited into school to give 
demonstrations and guidance. 
 

Course Aims 
This course offers an opportunity for students to show their skills in designing and making quality 
foods. 
It develops studentsΩ ability to analyse food products and processes. 
Engages students in activities through which they can demonstrate and develop practical skills and 
techniques. 
Encourages students to consider how the process of designing affects society. 
Encourages students to recognise the impact the development and manufacture of food products 
has on moral, cultural and environmental issues. 
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
The assessment process is common to all the Design and Technology subjects and takes the form of 
two procedures: 
 
Coursework 60% of marks 
One major project is completed by the end of the GCSE course. 
Written paper 40% of marks 
 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
Throughout the course students will be expected to provide a range of ingredients to support their 
practical work and design ideas.  In addition they will be asked to purchase a revision guide to help 
with their personal research, and an A3 plastic folder to keep their design work in. 
ICT is used widely within all D&T subjects. 
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FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES 
 There is no doubt that following a Food course to GCSE level is an excellent preparation for life; 

be it healthy eating issues or the design and preparation of meals, it is something we all have to 
address.   

 Food GCSE would open up opportunities for working in the Food Industry at a variety of levels. 

 It would be a key subject for anyone wishing to follow a career in the catering or hospitality 
industry. 

 It would help students intent on following a career path as nutritionists and dieticians. 
 
Miss Diane P Barker ς Leader of Learning Design & Technology. 
Miss Celia A Morton ς Teacher of Food Technology. 
 

 

Graphic Products 
WHAT IS GCSE GRAPHIC PRODUCTS ALL ABOUT?  
The course provides the opportunity to develop graphical, 
designing and modelling skills.  It raises awareness of the 
importance of Design and Technology in todayΩs society, and 
prepares the student for an ever changing environment.  It 
provides students with the opportunity to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of graphic media with a 
Ψdesign and make itΩ approach.  
During the course students will develop a high standard of 
drawing and presentation, working in 2 and 3 dimensional 
graphics including CAD/CAM (computer aided 
design/manufacture). Students will have the opportunity to choose from a 
wide range of project themes for their coursework and will design and make products such as 
packaging, menus, and point of sales displays.   
 

Course Aims 
This course will help students to develop their skills in ICT, using programmes which are used in 
industry. 
Develop creative thinking and to be able to communicate in a variety of ways. 
Develop a range of modelling skills using a combination of materials. 
Develop an understanding of materials and construction processes. 
Develop an awareness of the value and importance of technology. 
Promote the development of curiosity, enquiry, resourcefulness and discrimination. 
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
The assessment process is common to all the Design and Technology subjects. 
Assessment takes the form of two procedures: 
Coursework 60% of marks. 
One major project is completed by the end of the GCSE course. This consists of a 3 dimensional 
practical product and a concise design folder. 
Written paper 40% of marks 
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IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
Students will be expected to buy an A3 flip file and carry folder to enable them to present their 
work. They will be required to purchase a revision guide to help them with their research and pencil 
crayons to enable them to carry out work at home. ICT is used widely within all D&T subjects both to 
design and manufacture. 
 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES 
Graphic Products is a creative subject and will appeal to students interested in design. Any students 
wishing to follow a career in graphic design, product design, or architecture would benefit from this 
course.  
Graphics is offered as an A level course at Huddersfield New College and as a BTEC at Huddersfield 
Technical College and Dewsbury Batley Art College.  Degree courses in Graphic Products and Product 
Design are offered at the University of Huddersfield and at other local Universities.  
 

CAREER PROSPECTS 
Many graphic designers work for advertising, design or communications agencies, but they may also 
work within in-house design teams for almost every sector, including local councils, colleges, 
publishers, industry, multimedia production companies and charities.  
Many designers are self-employed, working on a contract or casual basis. 
You could become a specialist in an area such as typography, illustration, packaging, corporate 
identity or magazine design. There is currently a demand for designers specialising in television and 
video graphics, and in digital/new media. Graphic designers who work in a medium-sized or large 
agency may progress to senior designer or art director or to management positions. 
 
Miss Diane P Barker ς Leader of Learning Design & Technology. 
Miss Diane P Barker ς Teacher of Graphic Products. 
 

 

 

Resistant Materials 
WHAT IS GCSE RESISTANT MATERIALS 
ALL ABOUT?  
This course appeals to students who enjoy being 
creative. Resistant Materials allows them to 
design and construct using a number of materials 
including woods, metals and plastics, along with 
the possible inclusion of electronic components. 
Parents will recognise elements 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψ²ƻƻŘǿƻǊƪΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨaŜǘŀƭǿƻǊƪΩ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
this subject. The course has a strong 
emphasis toward manufacturing, from using 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ΨƘƛƎƘ ǘŜŎƘΩ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ 
a wide range of equipment from traditional tools and resources to computer CAD/CAM (computer 
aided design/manufacture) and CNC equipment (computer numerical control).   
 

Course Aims 
Develop communication skills. 



17 

 

Develop an understanding of materials and construction processes systems and controls. 
Develop a range of practical skills working with wood, metal and plastics. 
Develop creative thinking and technological awareness. 
Promote the development of curiosity, enquiry, resourcefulness and discrimination. 
Use ICT effectively and appropriately. 
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
The assessment process is common to all the Design and Technology subjects. 
Assessment takes the form of two procedures: 
 
Coursework 60% of marks 
One major project is completed by the end of the GCSE course. This consists of a 3 dimensional 
practical product and a concise design folder. 
Written paper worth 40% of the marks 
 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
Students will be expected to buy an A3 flip file and carry folder to enable them to present their 
work. They will be required to purchase a revision guide to help them with their research and pencil 
crayons to enable them to carry out work at home. ICT is used widely within all D&T subjects both to 
design and manufacture. 
 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES 
 All Design and Technology subjects, especially Resistant Materials give students the skills to 

problem solve in a practical way. These skills are directly transferable to all other subjects on 
the curriculum. 

 It will provide students with the skills and knowledge to problem solve through designing 
and manufacturing.  Skills which, as students grow and become independent are extremely 
useful if not vital life skills that can be applied to both the home and employment context. 

 Resistant Materials gives students a wide range of basic skills in both design and 
manufacture which will provide support to all the major industries in the country. 

 Studying Resistant Materials to GCSE level will give you an excellent base from which to 
extend your education in the subject by furthering your interest in the subject at Sixth Form 
College.  Local sixth form colleges and the technical college in Huddersfield both offer A level 
courses in Design and manufacturing related subjects.  

 
Miss Diane P Barker ς Leader of Learning Design & Technology 
Mr Chris Rudd ς Teachers of Resistant Materials. 
 
 

 

Textiles 
WHAT IS GCSE TECHNOLOGY TEXTILES ALL ABOUT?  
Textile technology provides students with the opportunity to 
develop design and modelling skills and an awareness of the 
importance of Design Technology in a rapidly changing society.  It 
enables students to develop their textile knowledge, understanding 
and skills within a Ψdesign and makingΩ approach, which includes 
male and female fashion, accessories, educational soft toys and 
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household furnishings.  Candidates are given the opportunity to produce an exciting textile product 
with particular emphasis on decorative techniques such as embroidery, beading and appliqué. 
 

Course Aims 
Develop a range of textile making skills in relation to industrial methods and practices. 
Develop an understanding of fibres, fabrics and their uses. 
Develop communication skills including IT. 
Develop creative thinking and an awareness of technological. 
Promote knowledge of environmental issues. 

 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
The assessment process is common to all the Design and Technology subjects. 
Assessment takes the form of two procedures: 
Coursework 60% of marks 
One major project is completed by the end of the GCSE course. This consists of a 3 dimensional 
practical product and a concise design folder. 
Written paper 40% of marks 

  
IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
Students will be expected to provide some fabrics to support their design ideas throughout the 
course.  Students will be expected to buy an A3 flip file and carry folder to enable them to present 
their work.  They will be required to purchase a revision guide to help them with their personal 
research and pencil crayons to enable them to carry out work at home. ICT is used widely within all 
D&T subjects both to design and manufacture. 
Students will also get the opportunity to visit Textile shows in Harrogate and Birmingham.  
 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES 
Textile technology is a creative subject and will appeal to students interested in design and make.  It 
would also appeal to students wishing to follow a career in Fashion Design, Fashion Buying, 
Marketing or Retail.  
You will need real creative flair, including an eye for colour and a feel for fabrics. You should be 
passionate about clothes, patterns and textiles and you must be able to communicate your ideas. 
Students are able to further their studies by studying for a BTEC in Fashion and Design at Dewsbury 
Batley Art College, Bradford College, and Huddersfield Technical College.  Students who wish to take 
A levels can study Textiles at Greenhead, Shelley College, and Huddersfield New College. 
Degree courses in Fashion Marketing, Fashion Design, Creative Textiles and Textile Design are 
offered at the University of Huddersfield and at other local Universities.  
 

CAREER PROSPECTS 
Fashion design and textile design is extremely popular and competition for places is fierce. 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wear is both the biggest segment of fashion design and the toughest to break into.  Other 
areas, such ŀǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǎǿŜŀǊ are less competitive, and many graduates work as 
fashion journalists, buyers and stylists.  

 
Miss Diane P Barker ς Leader of Learning Design & Technology. 
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English                                                       

DESCRIPTION 

WHAT IS GCSE ENGLISH ALL ABOUT? 
English is a compulsory subject at GCSE because you will develop reading, writing and speaking and 

listening skills that will help you with a whole range of other subjects in school as well as in English. 

Over the two year course you will read a wide range of texts including pre and post 1914 poems,  

 

poems from different cultures and traditions, and a play by William Shakespeare.  You will also study 

a range of fiction, non-fiction and media texts and develop your writing skills for a range of purposes 

and audiences.  

 

WHY STUDY ENGLISH AT GCSE? 
A GCSE in English will give you all the skills and confidence you will need to survive once you have 

left school, whether you are heading for sixth form college or out to work.  

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
You will complete four pieces of written coursework that count for 20% of your final GCSE grade. 

You will also complete at least three speaking and listening assessments which count for another 

20% of your final grade.  

There are also two examinations that you will sit at the end of the two year course. One exam will 

consist of your ability to respond to an unseen prose extract and your ability to write to inform, 

explain and describe and to imagine, explore and entertain. The second exam will test your reading 

of non-fiction and media texts and your ability to write to analyse, review and comment and to 

argue, persuade and advise. 

 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
Successful candidates at English GCSE read independently and choose a variety of texts to enjoy 

throughout the course. They also take a keen interest in media texts, reading newspapers and 

magazines and have an awareness of current affairs.  

 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
English equips students for a wide range of further study and careers and is a requirement for most 

career paths.  

 

Mr J Ashmore ς Leader of Learning English. 
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English Literature 

DESCRIPTION 

WHAT IS GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE ALL ABOUT? 
English Literature is an extra English qualification and is compulsory for almost everyone in Year 10 

and 11.  The study of English Literature gives you the chance to explore the works of a wider variety 

of writers, complementing those you will study in English.  You will be asked to demonstrate that 

you are a critical and sensitive reader; your personal opinions and beliefs are very important in 

English Literature.  Over two years, you will study a play by William Shakespeare, drama by a modern 

playwright, novels by modern and classic authors and a selection of poetry.  English Literature is 

taught within your English lessons. 

 

WHY STUDY ENGLISH LITERATURE AT GCSE? 
A GCSE in English Literature will give you a greater understanding and appreciation of some of the 

best writers England has ever produced such as HG Wells, Charlotte Bronte, Robert Louis Stevenson 

and Mary Shelley.  It will also give you a chance to read, study and discuss a more mature and 

advanced range of prose and poetry. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
You will complete four pieces of written coursework, two of which also count towards your English 

GCSE, that make up 30% of your final grade.  There is one final examination that counts for 70% with 

three tasks; one on a novel, one on a drama text and one on an unseen poem. 

 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
To succeed in English Literature, you will need to develop a fluent and mature writing style and be 

able to confidently express what you think about the texts you study. 

 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
English Literature, combined with English, gives students access to a wide variety of further 

education opportunities and career paths.  A good qualification in English Literature will 

demonstrate to colleges and employers that you have a broad knowledge and are able to think 

critically and carefully. 

 

Mr J Ashmore ς Leader of Learning English. 
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Media 

 

 

Students in Year 9 & 10 will be able to study Media alongside their English 

and English Literature qualifications. 

DESCRIPTION 

WHAT IS GCSE MEDIA ALL ABOUT? 
GCSE Media involves getting to grips with Media industries and the texts that they produce. You will 
be involved in discussing, analysing and producing a range of media products from genres such as TV 
advertising, film making, tabloids, fashion magazines and music websites. Whilst studying these 
areas, you will be given the opportunity to work with other students, on practical tasks related to 
them.  You will develop media related skills such as film editing, website design and photography.  
 

Why study Media at GCSE? 

GCSE Media allows you to: 

 develop independent study skills, 

 explore topical world issues and how they are presented to you, 

 acquire practical knowledge of the Media industry and the skills that you need in order to 
become part of it. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
EXAM:  
40% of your final grade will come from a final written examination split into two sections; the first 
will test your knowledge and understanding of a set topic while the second will test your planning 
and creative skills. 
COURSEWORK: 
60% of your final grade comes from three controlled assessments, coursework tasks completed in 
school under supervised conditions.  
Two assignments will be investigations of Media texts, the first focusing on genre and the second on 
either narrative or representation. 
The third assignment will be a production task that will involve students creating a Media text of 

their own.  This could be a music video, an advert, a magazine or an extract from a film among many 

others. 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
 We offer practical workshops and individual tutorials to help with coursework.  

 Specialist rooms with a broad range of print and moving image resources. 
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FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
Some examples of Media jobs: 

 Animator 
 Camera operator 
 Director 
 Editor 
 Film-maker 
 Journalist 
 Marketing 
 Presenter (television or radio) 
 Producer 
 Production manager or unit manager 
 Public relations  
 Publisher 
 Researcher 
 Sound technician 
 Scriptwriter 
 Website or graphic designer 

Examples of media courses at Higher Education level 

 Video Production 
 Events Management 
 Multimedia Production 
 Marketing and Communication 
 Film and Video Production 
 Journalism and Broadcasting 
 Graphic Design and Advertising 

Mr J Ashmore ς Leader of Learning English. 

 

 

Film Studies 

Students in Year 9 & 10 will be able to study Film Studies alongside their 

English and English Literature qualifications. 

DESCRIPTION 

WHAT IS GCSE FILM STUDIES ALL ABOUT? 
GCSE Film Studies involves studying the film industry and the movies that they produce. You will be 

involved in discussing, analysing and producing a range of films from both inside and outside of 

Hollywood. You will be given the opportunity to work both independently and in groups on both 
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theoretical and practical tasks.  You will develop film related skills such as film editing and 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ΨǊŜŀŘΩ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƻŘŜ ƛǘǎ 

meaning. 

 

WHY STUDY FILM STUDIES AT GCSE? 
GCSE Film Studies allows you to: 

 develop independent understanding of the ways in which films are produced; 

 explore patterns of similarities and differences between films; 

 acquire an interest and enjoyment of films as you explore new and unusual movies. 
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
EXAM:  

50% of your final grade will come from two final written examinations; the first will test your 

knowledge and understanding of a set topic while the second will test your ability to analyse a film 

from outside Hollywood studied in class. 

 

COURSEWORK: 

50% of your final grade comes from four internal coursework tasks that ask you to explore and 

create film.  

 

The first assignment will require you to analyse a film of your choice while the second will ask you to 

ΨǇƛǘŎƘΩ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǊȅ ƳƻǾƛŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ task will be the production task where 

you will be able to either write the script, produce the poster or even film the trailer for your own 

movie.  Finally, you will be required to evaluate your own work, critically analysing what you have 

produced and the effects you have tried to create. 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
 We offer practical workshops and individual tutorials to help with coursework.  

 Specialist rooms with a broad range of print and moving image resources. 
 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
Some examples of jobs in the Film Industry: 

 Animator 
 Camera operator 
 Director 
 Editor 
 Film-maker 
 Journalist 
 Marketing 
 Producer 
 Production manager or unit manager 
 Public relations  
 Researcher 
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 Sound technician 
 Scriptwriter 
 Website or graphic designer 

 

Examples of Film Studies courses at Higher Education level: 

 Video Production 
 Multimedia Production 
 Marketing and Communication 
 Film and Video Production 
 Journalism and Broadcasting 

Mr J Ashmore ς Leader of Learning English. 

 

Psychology 

 

WHAT IS GCSE PSYCHOLOGY ALL ABOUT? 

GCSE Psychology is a challenging science, which allows you to study behaviour, mental processes 

and experiences which determine who we are.  

This course will allow you to study a wide variety of topics that will make you think very differently 

about everyday things such as childhood and how we develop, stress and how it leads to mental 

illness. 

WHY STUDY PSYCHOLOGY AT GCSE? 

GCSE Psychology allows you to: 

 develop  understanding of cognitive behaviour and why we forget things; 

 explore the importance of early childhood experiences and how they effect development; 

 acquire the skills used to analyse and study human behaviour. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

EXAM:  

 There is no coursework on the GCSE Psychology course; you will be assessed purely on two 

unitized exams of equal weighting. 
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IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 

 We offer practical workshops and individual tutorials to help with revision.  

 Specialist teachers with a broad range of resources. 

 You will be able to study Psychology in addition to your English and English Literature 
qualifications. 

 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 

Some examples of jobs: 

 Health and social welfare occupations 
 Care assistants 
 Clinical Psychology  
 Counselling Psychology  
 Educational Psychology  
 Forensic/Criminal Psychology  
 Health Psychology  
 Occupational Psychology  
 Sport and Exercise Psychology  
 Further & Higher Education Psychology Teaching 
 Doctor 
 Journalist 
 Marketing 
 Researcher 

Examples of Psychology courses at Higher Education level: 

 Psychology 
 Sociology 
 Science 
 Social work 
 Statistics 

Mr J Ashmore ς Leader of Learning English 

Mr D Rees and Miss C Johnson - Teaching Staff 
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Geography                

  

What is GCSE Geography all about? 
άDŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ Palin. 

GCSE Geography is a study of both the man-made (human) environment and the natural (physical) 

environment.  Many of the topics studied are through case studies (real geographical events or 

places), for example Mount Saint HelenΩs volcano.  It is also about making us better and more aware 

citizens by considering what we can do to prevent the problems faced by the planet. 

Why study Geography at GCSE? 

1. Geography has one of the highest rates of graduate employability because it is highly valued 
ōȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΦ  άDŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ most employable,έ (The Times Educational 
Supplement). 

2. Geography links well with Specialist Science and Arts subjects, so is ideal for a balanced 
curriculum. 

3. It will be useful to you in the future.  Geography will help you be aware of everyday life and 
problems of the people who live around you, in other parts of the UK and across the UK. This 
makes it link well with RE and History. 

4. Geography is highly topical and ever changing as world events unfold.  The Geography 
course would help you make sense of what is going on. 

5. Geography enhances many skills which can be learnt in other subjects, e.g. ICT, Maths, Art, 
English, History and RE. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
There are four units each worth 25%: 

1 Dynamic Planet (1 hour exam). 
2 People and Planet (1 hour exam). 
3 Making Geographical Decisions (1 exam). 
4 Researching Geography (DME).  Controlled assessment done in class ς fieldwork based. 

Tiered/written assessments:  Higher (maximum grade A), and Foundation (maximum grade C). 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
Geography is part of the Humanities Faculty. For those studying GCSE Geography and GCSE Modern 

World History, students also have the choice of being entered for an extra GCSE in Humanities. 

Other than the local field study associated with the coursework, students have the opportunity to go 

on a day trip to Manchester and an overnight trip to The Yorkshire Dales. 

 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
There are a variety of careers that you could go into.  Whether you have enjoyed learning about 

societies, environments, landscapes or locations around the world, the knowledge and skills that 

geographers have gained are highly regarded by employers. 
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During a Geography GCSE, students gain a number of highly valued transferable skills such as 

analysing information, data collection, IT, communication and teamwork skills. Geography students 

are both literate and numerate due to the content and design of the course. The study of Geography 

will equip you with invaluable skills. 

 

The range of skills that geographers acquire are much sought-after by employers and geography 

graduates have access to a wide variety of careers. Geography degrees provide experience of a 

variety of general skills including written and oral presentation, teamwork, problem-solving, 

numeracy, computing, graphics, mapping, survey methods and research skills. Geographers are 

adaptable and can be easily trained, while their broad understanding and range of approaches to the 

world and its problems are relevant to many different jobs.  

 

Geographers are employed in a wide range of occupations. These include:  

 Advertising 

 Diplomatic service 

 Education 

 Environmental agencies 

 Finance (accountancy, banking, management consultancy, financial administration) 

 Land management 

 Law 

 Marketing 

 Sales 

 Social/health services.  
 

Mr R Woffenden ς Leader of Learning in Humanities. 

E Haigh/S Thanner ς Course Leaders. 

 

 

Geology GCSE       
 

 

WHAT IS GCSE GEOLOGY ALL ABOUT? 
Many people think that Geology is just about Rocks and fossils. It is true, rocks and fossils are 

studied, but this is just one aspect of this exciting subject. If you were to study GCSE you would 

become a Geologist. 

Geologists are scientific detectives who try to reveal the past and the future of the Earth.They 

understand how the Earth works, inside and out, and all that this implies for understanding a whole 

host of environmental and resource issues. Geologists study a broad range of topics including plate 
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tectonics (volcanoes and earthquakes), glaciers, floods, and dinosaur evolution. Geologists conduct 

investigations in laboratories and work outdoors. They also have a good awareness of and care for 

their environment. 

 

WHY STUDY GEOLOGY? 
Do you enjoy being outdoors? Are you interested in understanding how the world around you 

works? Would you like to travel the world? Would you like to study a subject that could help 

improve your mathematics and science GCSE?  If so, perhaps Geology is for you? 

Current environmental issues, such as resource depletion, have meant that Geologists will be some 

of the most important people in our future, therefore making this GCSE one of the most relevant 

GCSE subjects you can take.  

Many Geological Careers involve travelling to exciting places around the world. This is because we 

need Geologists to study and evaluate geological hazards (e.g. volcanoes and earthquakes) in order 

to save lives. 

Geology GCSE will help you develop skills, which will be useful, whatever your future career. 

Research, conducting investigations, decision making, ICT, analysing information, literacy, team work 

and organisation are just a number of valuable skills you will develop.  Geology also includes the use 

of mathematical language and chemical equations therefore will help students develop their maths 

and science. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
75% externally assessed exam ς Thƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ŜȄŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

knowledge and understanding of Geology. 

25% internally assessed practical investigation ς This will be based on Fieldwork and/ or laboratory 

based work. 

 

 

 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW 
Geology is a multi-disciplinary subject that integrates the principles of all the sciences and 
mathematics.  Therefore, it links well with these subjects to provide a balance to your qualifications 
and a pathway to your chosen career. For those who think they would like to continue to study 
Geology after GCSE level, this is a popular, well established A- level option at Greenhead College.  
 

 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 

Geologists work as consultants to mining and oil industries, able to survey land for possible use and 
outline safety dangers of the land. Some geologists devote their lives to the study of natural 
formations such as volcanoes and rivers, in the hopes of creating advanced warning systems in case 
of natural disasters.  

Geologists can work alongside construction corporations. By identifying the type of rock found 
beneath building sites, vital information about the weight capacity and structural safety of new 

http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-corporation.htm
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buildings can be obtained. In the planning of large or expanding cities, careful geological study can 
prevent thousands of deaths in the event of earthquakes or natural disasters.  

Related careers include: 
Scientific research       Teaching/lecturing   

Oceanography       Volcanologist 

Astronaut/ aerospace      Mathematician 

Zoology        Lab technician 

Wildlife conservation/nature conservation   Ecologist 

Marine biologist      Oil exploration 

Disaster management      Mineral/resource exploration 

Town/ city planning      Hydrologist 

Government/politics      Land management 

Armed forces       Environmental health 

Construction 

 

Ms E Haigh- Course Leader. 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

History Through Time     

This course will be available in September 2010. 

DESCRIPTION 

What is GCSE History Through Time all about? 
Have you ever wondered why terrorists flew planes into various targets in the USA on September 11 
2001? Or what did Adolf Hitler do in Nazi Germany and why?  Or how you were cured of disease 
before modern medicines were invented?  History Through Time is the fascinating study of such 
events, people and ideas that have shaped the world we live in today.   
 

http://www.wisegeek.com/what-are-earthquakes.htm
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Why study History Through Time at GCSE? 
If you enjoy history, then this is a great course.  The course also takes you right back to prehistoric 
times and looks at the development of medicine and medical knowledge over thousands of years.  
We travel through Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, the time of the first Islamic 
empires and Medieval Europe going right up to present day. The medicine section is excellent for 
showing how events and people help cause change and development.  For example, we look at how 
the world wars massively improved medicine; basically because they had more people to practise 
on!  As part of this section, we also take a trip to the Thackeray Medical Museum in Leeds which 
really helps to bring medicine through time alive. 
If you are interested in local history, the controlled assessment takes us on a journey to understand 
what shaped our region. With visits to places of importance in West Yorkshire, we will complete 
sourced based work for 25% of the course. 
Finally, many people are interested in Nazi Germany. This course has an in depth study of this 
period. 
History is also a perfect preparation for if you are planning to do A levels because as an academic 
subject, it prepares you for a higher level of analysis, thought and argument that is required to be 
successful academically.  If you write well and enjoy discussion and debates, then History is for you. 
Similarly, if you are interested in people and what makes them tick, history is full of fascinating 
individuals who have helped to shape our world.   
History links well with other humanities and social science subjects such as Geography, English 
Literature, Politics, Psychology, RE and Sociology. At GCSE, it links well with Geography or Travel and 
Tourism. 

 
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
History Through Time is assessed in three main ways: two question papers and coursework, all of 
which are compulsory and are sat at the end of the course.  
 
Unit One  Development Study: Medicine and Treatment ï 25%  

This unit is assessed through a 1 -hour and 15 -minute examination in June.  

 

Unit Two  Depth Study: Life In Germany c19 19 ï 1945 ï 25%  

This unit is assessed through a 1 -hour and 15 -minute examination in January.  

Unit Three  Project Source Enquiry ï The Transformation of Surgery c1845 -  c1918 25%  

This unit is assessed through a 1 -hour and 15 -minute examination in June.  

 

Unit Four  Representations of History ï History Around Us ï A Local Community 25%  

This unit is internally assessed as a piece of controlled assessment.  

 
IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 
GCSE History is an exciting but challenging course.  It is most suited to those with a keen interest in 
history who are good at writing and are willing to work hard. There will be opportunities for trips 
and learning outside of the classroom. 
 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
A GCSE in History is very good preparation for anyone wanting to go on to college. It develops skills 
in extended writing, critical thinking, debating and evaluating evidence. It is highly regarded by sixth 
form colleges, universities and employers.  
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People with qualifications in History have a wide range of career opportunities with some linked to 
specific historical knowledge, but most relating to the highly desirable skills acquired by studying 
history: 

 Solicitors and Barristers 

 Police 

 Management positions 

 Politicians 

 Museum work 

 Tourism and heritage work 

 Archaeologist 
 

Historical understanding also gives you an insight into and appreciation of different people, societies 

and cultures. This gives you advantages in so many aspects of life, not just employment. We seek to 

create life-long learners whose lives are enriched by their study of history.    

Mr R Woffenden ς Course Leader. 

 

 

Sociology GC SE       
 

WHAT IS GCSE SOCIOLOGY ALL ABOUT? 
One of the most exciting and stimulating courses available at 

GCSE, Sociology goes to the core of who we are as a society and how we relate to each other. It is a 

study of life and society. This is a course for students who love to debate and discuss issues that 

affect how we live and the ideas that are shaping our society. 

 Have you ever wondered how the media shape our lives? Who decides what is fashionable and 

beautiful? What makes people commit crime? How does peer pressure affect youths?  Why do some 

people join gangs? These are just a few of the issues you will consider on this course. 

WHY STUDY SOCIOLOGY? 
If you have an interest in a career in the care sector, either health care or social work, this could be a 

course for you. If you want to understand people and their behaviour and would like a career that 

involves working with the public then this could be the ideal course for you. Sociology GCSE is valued 

by colleges, universities and employers because of the skills that you develop which will be useful to 

you in a future career. Understanding relationships between people,   analysing information, 

conducting investigations, presenting an argument, reading and writing are just a number of 

valuable skills you will develop. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
There are 3 components to the GCSE: 
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25% Exam paper of the Basics of Sociology 

50% Exam based on the topic you have studied: 

 Crime and deviance 

 Mass media 

 Youth 

 
25% Research question paper based on pre-released research material.  An opportunity to 

demonstrate you research techniques. 

 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW 
If you are the type of person who enjoys debating and finding out about people then this could be 
the course for you. Sociology is one of the most popular options at college for A level.  It links well 
with many other subjects to provide a balance to your qualifications and a pathway to your chosen 
career.  

 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES? 
Related careers include: 
Social work 
Counselling 
Health care (nursing etc),  
Personnel management 
Human Resources 
Journalism 
Police 
Legal professions and similar careers 
 

Ms E Canetti - Course Leader, Co-ordinator of History and Geography. 

 

OCR Travel and Tourism        

What is OCR Travel and Tourism all about? 

 
Unit 1 ς Exploring Travel and Tourism ς this unit helps students to develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the travel and tourism industries. They will examine a travel and tourism 

organisation in the local area, studying its services and job roles. 

Unit 2 ς Dealing with Customers in Travel and Tourism ς this unit will help students to develop the 
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to provide high quality customer care within a travel 
and tourism environment. 
Unit 3 ς Investigating Tourist Destinations ς this unit will ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
location of key UK, short and long haul destinations and their features. 

 


